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GENERAL EPISTLE 


OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION. 

To all the Churches, Societies, and Believers, in 
fellowship with this Convention— 

To all who rejoice unspeakably in the faith of the 
eternal salvation of a sinful world, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus— 

To all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity, of every sect, name, and denomination be- 
neath the canopy of heaven— 

To all who know not God, and sit in the region 
and shadow of moral death— 

To all the sons and daughters of wretchedness 
and want— 

To all the ransomed family of mankind— 

To the vast fraternity of intelligent beings who 
are connected with each other and with the su- 
premely glorious Author of life, by an affinity as 
endless as existence— 

To all herein addressed, wherever this Epistle 
may come, the General Convention of Universalists 
send salutations of heavenly peace—humbly and 
fervently beseeching the Father of boundless mer- 
cies to shed abroad the benign influences of his all- 
conquering love, through our common Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, who is the image of the living 
God, aad the first born of every creature. 

Dearly Beloved Brethren, 

The infinitely wise and ever gracious Parent 
of the universe has kindly granted us another 
anniversary convocation, and has so copiously 
showered on us the dews of divine grace, that we 
feel bound to exercise unfeigned and everlasting 
gratitude to Him, as the great Giver of every 
good and perfect gift: and we most cordially invite 
every sincere lover of truth, and every humble dis- 
ciple of the Son of God, to participate in our spirit- 
ual joys, and partake of the riches of gospel grace, 
prepared in infinite mercy for all people. We 
were received by the brethren in the faith of the 
common salvation, at the place of our assembling, 
with the liveliest expressions of Christian affection, 
which were most heartily reciprocated. The busi- 
ness of the Council was performed with decorum, 
precision, and wisdom ; and theugh certain difficul- 
ties of a nature extremely painful, were brought be- 
fore us, yet we trust that the moderation, patience, 
and prudence which prevailed in our council, have 
produced such decisions as will terminate those un- 
fortunate differences, and perpetuate the peace and 
harmony of the Order. Two of the most able and 
most esteemed brethrea among us were impeached, 
and it must be highly gratifying to every benevolent 
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mind, that both were exonerated. The existence of 
such difficulties demonstrate human frailty, and af- 
ford us all an impressive lesson for our improve- 
ment. The dissolution of our connexion with bro- 
ther Dean, according to his request, produced un- 
utterable emotions of sorrow in our hearts; but it 
seemed to be expedient. If cne member of the 
body suffer, all the members suffer with it. How- 
ever unpropitious any of these things may appear to 
our limited minds, we have every reason to believe 
that under the direction of infinite Wisdom, they are 
among those things which shall work together for the 
greatest good of all concerned. We are aware that 
a bigoted world is disposed to take advantage of 
every untoward circumstance to point the finger of 
derision ; but if any possess sufficient malignity to 
rejoice at the misfortunes of others, we beseech 
them seriously to consider what manner of spirit 
they are of. If any feel disposed to triumph be- 
cause our denomination bears any mark of human 
imperfection—let that Sect which has invariably 
been without difficulty among themselves, cast the 
first stone. 

During our Session, our hearts were made glad 
by the joyful intelligence, received from every di- 
rection, of the increase of believers, the formation 
of societies anJ associations, the organization of 
churches, the addition of labourers to the ministry, 
and the unexampled prosperity of Zion, in the 
rapid advancement of gospel truth. The cause of 
universal benevolence, grace, and salvation, is ge- 
nerally flourishing throughout our happy country ; 
particularly in Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, gnd various parts of 
the state of New-York. At this anniversary Ses- 
sion, one young brother was set apart to the work 
of the ministry of reconciliation, by the solemnity 
of ordination ; and three others received into fel- 
lowship, as ministers of the divine word: all of 
whom, we humbly trust, have been endowed from 
above, to testify the gospel of the never failing 
grace of God—and we fervently invoke on them the 
eternal benedictions of heaven, for their faithful- 
ness and success in the promotion of peace on 
earth, and good will among men, and in all the la- 
bours of the moral vineyard of our God. 

The services of the sanctuary were solemn, pow- 
erful, instructive, and delightful. The devout wor- 
ship of the temple was enlivened by the masterly 
performance of a large choir of singers, who tuned 
every heart to the influence of devotion, while 
thronging maltitudes and listening thousands in- 
haled the pure spirit of impartial benevolence, and 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory, received the 
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divine energy of eternal and infinite love. From 
the Record of Heaven’s gracious will, and the tes- 
tament of eternal mercy, we learned that God is the 
ever-living Fountain of goodness, the everlasting 
Benefactor of all his creatures, and that no created 
being can prevail against us. There we contem- 
plated the vast importance of the pure inspiration 
of Heaven, uncontaminated by the senseless tradi- 
tion of a superstitious world. There we received 
the strong injunction of perpetual continuance in 
the doctrine of divine life and eternal truth. The 
heavens showered down righteousness and grace— 
our minds were instructed—our souls edified—our 
hearts gladdened—our spirits rejoiced—the silken 
cord of divine love entwined every heart—the ac- 
cents of mercy breathed in every breeze—creation 
smiled in the boundless bounty of God—and the 
swelling tide of gratitude and heart-felt joy ascend- 
ed to the holy habitation of Divinity. 

The believers in the fulfilment of the divine 
promise, that all nations, all families, and all kin- 
dreds of the earth, sball be blessed with justifica- 
tion, through taith in Christ, the head of every 
mau, and the heir of all things, have abundant rea- 
son to rejoice in all the dispensations of our heav- 
enly Father, and to let their light shine before men, 
that others beholding their good works, may glorify 
their heavenly Father in heaven. 

Bretiren—While you behold the light of the 
Sun of righteousness, beaming from on high in all 
the splendour of unclouded day, and chasing dark- 
ness from the human mind—while you are sur- 
rounded by the numberless blessings of the all- 
bountiful Providence of God, and enjoy the privi- 
leges of social existence-—while, by an eye of faith, 
you witness the kingdoms of this world becoming 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ—while 
you contemplate the nameless felicities of immor- 
tality and endless life—can you suppress the rising 
emotions of love to the God of your salvation ? 
Can you fail to cherish the spirit of universal phi- 
lanthropy—to promote the peace and good order of 
society—to do justly, love mercy, and walk hum- 
bly—and to evince, by well ordered lives and con- 
versation, that you have been taught of God ? May 
the peace of God that passeth all understanding be 
ever yours. 

Brethren in the ministry of universal reconcilia- 
tion--Suffer the word of exhortation from one who 
would ever joyfully share with you the instructions 
of divine wisdom, and would humbly solicit the 
counsel of age and experience, in the recipro- 
cal exercise of fraternal affection, and the faithful 
performance of Christian duty. The whitened 
fields of the Redeemer’s harvest extend in bound- 
less prospect. The chrystalline streams of the river 
of life in gentle currents flow. The spirit of inqui- 
ry is abroad in the earth, and all eyes are directed 
to the mountain of Zion, to receive the blessings of 
those whose feet are shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of divine peace, who bring good tidings, 
who publish salvation, who proclaim the universally 
triumphant reign of Jehovah, and pronounce the 
words of eternal life. If you would finish your 
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course with joy, to testify the everlasting gospel of 
the impartial grace of God, it is highly important 
that you give yourselves wholly to these things, that 
your profiting may appear to all—that you hold fre. 
quent, sweet communion with your God—that you 
teach by precept, as well as by example—that you 
preserve the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace— 
that you be instant in season and out of season, ig 
the arduous labours of your vocation—and that you 
ever keep in view the bright example of our Lord 
and Master, whose soul was compassion, whose life 
was purity, whose word was truth—and whose go- 
verning principle was, thy will, O God, be done! 
Remember that it is required of stewards that a 
man be found faithful. Remember that the ser 
vants of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle un- 
to all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness in- 
structing those who oppose themselves. Remem- 
ber that our bond of union is not any particular 
speculative opinion, but it is charity out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith un- 
feigned. Preserve inviolable this bond of perfect. 
ness. Your duty is to instruct the ignorant, reform 
the vicious, console the afflicted, confirm the waver- 
ing, uphold the weak, relieve the oppressed, break 
the bread of life, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long-suffering and doctrine—and let humility, sin- 
cerity, forbearance, and charity adorn your lives, 
while instrumentally directing the triumphant 
march of the human mind to the glorious temple of 
divine wisdom and eternal truth. Above all things, 
be entrected to remember your entire dependence 
on Him at whose mandate all worlds were formed— 
all beings created, and all creation crowned with 
light and glory. 

All herein addressed, are most affectionately com- 
mended to the paternal eare and tender mercy ot 
a God of underived, immutable, unbounded, and 
endless Love! And may all people respond, Amen 

Per Order, 
PITT MORSE. 
—_—p— 
TO THE EDITOR GF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Canton, (N. Y.) Nov. 12, 1825. 

Dear Sir—I am requested by a constant reader 
of you paper, to solicit you to make some remarks, 
by way of explanation, on Matt. xii. 43-45. Parti- 
cularly, to give your views of what the “ last state,” 
spoken of, is, which shall be worse than the first. 

Any remarks you may publish on this text, will 
oblige a reader of your paper, and perhaps benefit 
your readers generally. Yours, &c. 8. W. 

REMARKS 
ON MATTHEW X11. 43-49, 

“ When the unclean spirit is gone out of a mau, 
he walketh through dry places, seeking rest and find 
eth none. Then he saith, I will return into my 
house from whence I came out; and when he is 
come, he findeth it empty, swept and garnished. 
Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in 
and dwell there: and the last state of that man is 
worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto 
this wicked generation.” 
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“The man having the unclean spirit, we consider 
to be introduced as a simile, figuratively to illus- 
trate the consequences of the Jew’s obstinacy and 
wickedness. We coincide with our Br. Ballou, in 
the consideration of the man’s house to be the law 
with its ceremonial worship, or, as it is called, a 
covenant of works. But we consider that it was 


ginning of the world to that time; no, nor ever 
shall be.” It is sufficient, because the party are to 
be restored, and it answers the purpose intended, 
which was a merciful one. 

We read of “seven spirits, seven stars, seven 
lamps, seven seals, seven angels, seven trumpets, 
seven vials, seven plagues,” and that “in them is 


Christ who made the house empty, and garnished it | filled up the wrath of God ;” and that “no man was 


by the completion of his work, in being the “ Medi- 
ator of a better covenant, established upon better 
promises.” That is, estimating his ministry or 
priesthood with Aaron’s. For Aaron’s did not 
make the people perfect; but Christ’s sanctifica- 
tion, doing the will of God, which is the salvation 
of all men, is perfect in all respects. To garnish, 
js to adorn. Thus we read, “I will magnify my 
jaw, and make it honourable.” Strange, that a man 
of Dr. Clarke’s erudition, should consider the gar- 
nishing to be a “decorating with the vain showy 
trifles of folly and fashion.”"* This would be a 
wretched emendation. The going out of the un- 
clean spirit, relieves the man for the time being, of 
the evil possession, and he goes about. Where? 
Ans. Through dry places. God is represented as 
a fountain of living water. The Jews as forsaking 
him, and hewing to themselves cisterns which are 
so broken as to hold no water. Christ gives living 
water. That generation, (the Jews,) like the man 
walking in dry places, rejected the water Christ 
offered. 

The man, dispossessed, returns to his house. The 
Jews from the preaching of Christ, to the law, &c. 
The house is empty and swept, completely cleaned, 
and garnished or adorned by the addition of that 
which is an ornament. It is emptied of useless ap- 
pendages. See the Sermon on the mount, where 
Christ clears away the rubbish of man’s traditions 
and opinions, and gives the ornament of truth and 
love. How wicked was the first spirit, the first con- 
duct of the Jews? See the parable of the house- 
holder, Matt. xxi. The Jews first made void the 
law by their tradition, and then they crucified the 
Christ, the Son of God. Consider that a spirit is 
wicked in proportion as it makes the party miserable. 
For sin and suffering are cause and consequence. 
Now the last state or condition of the man, is as 
much worse than the first state or condition, as seven 
wicked spirits are worse than one, which they not 
only exceed in quantity, but in their quality, or 
power of producing suffering. Let it be remem- 
bered, there is measure in the figure. The first state 
was as miserable as one degree of suffering, in quan- 
tity, and one degree in quality (or characteristic) 
could make it. It is then increased. How mueh ? 
Ans. To perfection. What! To be interminable in 
duration, and infinite in sufferance? No! for that 
would be imperfect ; it would injure and not benefit 
the sufferer. Seven is used as a perfect number ; 
that is, whenever used, a sufficient one. Jerusalem 
is rewarded double for all her sins. Christ declares 
the tribulation to be such “as was not from the be- 





* The man has nothing to do with the Greiting of the 
house. He finds it garnished by another. is is a strange 


able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of 
the seven angels were fulfilled.” Here is a plague 
for every spirit that the man (the generation, or the 
Jews,) took with him. If you make the last state of 
the man to be interminable in duration, and the 
plagues never to be filled up, you keep the temple 
interminably empty! Now, the reason why no man 
can enter into the temple until the plagues be ful- 
filled, is, because the man who enters the house, in- 
stead of the temple, is to suffer the plagues, and hav- 
ing endured them, he is to enter the temple. Ye 
sticklers for interminable wretchedness, look at this, 
and remember, the blow that destroys your neigh- 
bour’s soul, annihilates your heaven! 

Again: The vials are of gold, the purest metal, 
indicative of the hallowed purpose of him, who 
chooses his people in the “ furnace of affliction.” 

Again: The vials contain the judgments of God. 
The context (Rev. xv. 4.) declares, “ Who shall not 
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou 
only art holy: for all nations shall come and wor- 
ship before thee ; for thy judgments are made man- 
ifest.” Now, if the common view of God's judg- 
ments is correct, only a part of the nations can come 
and worship. 

Again: The seven wicked spirits are described in 
Prov. vi. 17-19 First: “.4 proud look.” Second: 
“A lying tongue.” Third: “ Hands that shed inno- 
cent blood.” Fourth: “An heart that deviseth wick- 
ed imaginations.” Fifth: “ Feet that be swift in 
running to mischief.” Sixth: “.4 false witness 
that speaketh lies.” Seventh: “ Him that soweth 
discord among brethren.” It is declared, “ these 
are an abomination unto the Lord.” These seven 
spirits make a perfect devil. 

The reverse of these, are, First: “ Pure.” Se- 
cond: * Peaceable.” Third: “ Gentle.” Fourth: 
“ Easy to be entreated.” Fifth: “ Full of mercy 
and good fruits.” Sixth: “ Without partiality.” 
Seventh: “ Without hypocrisy.” (James iii. 17, 18,) 
In these God delighteth. 

The first named seven spirits are contained in 
“ earthly, sensual, and devilish” vessels. The last 
named, in “ golden vials” and will plague and de- 
stroy the first! God declares, (and “Gop 1s Love”) 
“ O death, [the wages of sin} I will be thy plagues : 
O grave, [scheol, hell, the abode of death,] I will 
be thy destruction.” 

Again: Rev. v. 6. “And I beheld, and lo, in the 
midst of the throne, and of the four beasts, and in 
the midst of the elders stood a lamb, as it had been 
slain, having seven horns, and seven eyes, which 
are the seven Spirits of God, sent forth into all the 
earth.” The Lamb opens the book sealed with 
seven seals. Then follows, after the seven seals are 





mistake, 


opened (chap. viii.) seven angels with seven trump- 
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ets. The seventh and LAST TRUMPET sounds. 
Reader, if you are a Calvinist, or Hopkinsian, or 
Arminian, tremble, for it sounds death and destruc- 
tion to your favourite systems. Hark! It sounds— 
“The seventh angel sounded ; and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying, [What! Depart ye cursed ? 
No! Hear! Hear!) The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our LORD, and of his 
CHRIST ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
(Rev. xi. 15.) “Behold, I show you a mystery: 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last 
trump, (for the trumpet shall sound) and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on immoxtality. 
So when this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? The sting of death is sin ; and the strength 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who giv- 
eth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
1 Cor. xv. 51-57. 

Note. The reader is referred to Levit. xxvi. 
for a literal enumeration of the troubles which at- 
tend the last state of the Jews. But he will please 
to consider, that in Christ, “ there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor free, male nor female ; for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus.” dllone? Yes; as cer- 
tainly as God will “ gather together in one all things 
in Christ.” 

ee 
DEATH OF BROTHER BIGELOW. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—It falls to my lot to communicate to you the 
painful intelligence of the death of Br. Trmotay 
Bigetow, and his worthy consort. She died on 
the 11th day of last month, and he on the 5th of 
this present month. Both died of fever, at their 
usual residence, in Palmyra, Portage county, Ohio ; 
soon after his return from a tour to the westward. 
Death, this season, stalks through the land, wresting 
froin us some of our most useful citizens and best 
of friends, having no respect of persons. It remains 
to be said, that an afflicted family has been deprived 
of the most affectionate and tender parents. They 
could always realize, in every act of their kind pa- 
rents, the example of their Heavenly Father, who 
is “ good unto all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works.” The friends of truth have sustained a 
loss, which will indeed be sorely felt in all their re- 
ligious circles. For Mr. Bigelow was a man who 
possessed superior abilities ; warm in his affections, 
devout in all his religious performances, and ardent 
in his zeal for truth. The pathetic effusions of his 
soul have often been poured out to his audience, 
exhibiting to the people the glorious attributes of 
the only true God, warming their hearts with the fire 
of divine love. The loss is to be regretted by all who 
feel interested in the promulgation of the truths of 
the Gospe! ; but God is wise in all his dealings with 
us, and we must submit. Br. Bigelow has fought a 


good fight, he has finished his course, he has kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for him , 
crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righte- 
ous Judge shall give him in that day. Both he and 
his companion, died firm and unshaken in their 
faith, of the doctrine which they had so warmly 
advocated for years past, unto the very last mo. 
ment, confirming the glorious doctrines of universai 
reconciliation, with their dying breath. 
THEOPHILUS CoTToy. 
-lustintown, (Ohio,) Nov. 9, 1823. 
<= 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Fitz—The following are the questions pro. 
posed and answered, at a public debate, held at 
Nelson, Ohio, in the month of May last, between 
Mr. Bigelow and Mr. Williams, on the Universalian 
side, and Mr. Fen, Presbyterian minister, and Mr. 
Abbot, a Baptist minister, on the opposite side. If 
you think them worthy a place in the columns of 
the Herald, they are at your service. The parties 
were under obligations to answer yes, or no, to 
each question. T.C. 
Questions proposed by Mr. Bigelow and Mr. Wii- 

liams: Answered by Mr. Fen and Mr. Abbot. 

1. If those texts of Scripture read in your hear- 
ing, and those to be read hereafter, do not imply 
Universal Salvation, will you inform us what they 
do mean, as far as youare able? Yes. 

2. Is Jesus Christ the head of every man? Yes. 

8. Has God, our heavenly Father, given all men 
the moral, as well as the natural ability, to comply 
with the requisitions of the Gospel? No. 

4. Do the sufferings of Jesus Christ, on Calvary, 
render the salvation of all men possible? No. 

5. Do you believe that God, our heavenly Father, 
calls on all men, every where, to repent and believe 
in the Gospel? No. 

6. Do you believe that Deity had a design in 
creating man? Yes. 

7. Was that design a good one? Yes. 

8. Did Deity create all mankind to glorify and 
enjoy him eternally? No. 

9. Had Deity any absolute and unconditional de- 
sign, embracing the condition of every man? No. 

10. Is it possible for the elect to miss of salvation : 
the elect to be understood, all embraced in the cov- 
enant of grace? No. 

11. Is it possible for any to be added to that 
number? Yes. 

12, Is it then possible that all men may be add- 
ed? No. 

13. Did Deity, in his original, elective, and un- 
conditional design, embrace certain definite num- 
bers to be saved? Yes. 

14. Are the original, elective, and unconditional 
decree of Deity, and his will, the same? No. 

15. Has Deity decreed any thing against his 
will? No. 

16. Is it the will of God that all men should be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth? No. 

17. Is it the will of God that some men should be 





endlessly damned? Yes. 
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Ts. ‘Those individuals whom God hath decreed 
so be endlessly damned, are they to blame for being 
what God wills them to be? No. 

19. Is the will of God, respecting the final end of 
every man, immutable ? No. 

29. Are there any of mankind made holy, fully 
prepared for heaven, in this mode of existence ? No. 

21. Is there any alteration for the better in any in- 
dividual, after this present mode of existence? Yes. 

22, Is Deity susceptible of any new ideas? No. 

23, Can God form any new design? No. 

24. Does not every act of God correspond with 
bis own essence and nature? Yes. 

25. Can a God infinitely good, perform an act 
infinitely evil? No. 

26. Is endless misery an infinite evil? Yes. 

27. Can any other than an infinite cause, pro- 
duce an infinite effect? No. 

28. Does not whatever God inflicts, correspond 
with his essence? No. 

Questions proposed by Mr. Fen and Mr. Abbot, and 
replied to by Mr. Bigelow and Mr. Williams. 

1. Ifa man is saved froin sin and punishment by the 
srace of God, is he saved on the Gospel plan? Yes. 
“9. Is the salvation from sin and punishment on 
the gospel plan, wholly by grace? Yes. 

3. Is there any other effectual plan of salvation, 
bat the Gospel plan? No. 

4. Are those who are saved wholly by grace, 
saved from the curse of the law? Yes. 

5. Do those who are saved wholly by grace, 
through the abundant mercy of God, receive par- 
don for all their sins? Yes. 

6. Do you believe that all mankind will be saved 
onthe Gospel plan? Yes. 

7. Do you believe that any of the human race 
will be punished after the end of this world? Yes.* 

8. Do you believe that justice requires, that sin- 
ners be punished any more than is necessary to 
bring them to repentance? No. 

9. Is temporal death the curse of the law? No. 

10. Do you believe the wicked will receive the 
punishment they deserve? Yes. 

11. Is Jesus Christ the self-existent, the only 
living and true God? No. 

12. Is it proper to worship any being, except the 
only living and true God? No. 

13. Is it right to worship Christ? No.+ 

14. Cana created being, be at two places at one 
time, the places five thousand miles apart? No. 

15. Does the word everlasting, when applied to 
God, thus, the everlasting God, signify an everlast- 
ing duration? Yes. 

16. Does the word eternal, when applied to life, 
thus, ‘eternal life,’ imply an endless duration? No. 

17. Do the words, for ever and ever, when ap- 

plied to God, thus, ‘God who liveth for ever and 
ever,’ imply an unlimited duration? Yes. 

18. Is all the punishment that God inflicts on 

sinners, disciplinary, intended for our personal 
good? Yes, 


* The word, “ world,” implying age. 
¢ His human nature. rs" 








19. Do you believe that any other intelligent be- 
ings, beside Adam and Eve, ahd their descendants, 
have sinned against God? No. 

20. Do you believe that there are degrees of glory 
in heaven, after the day of jndgment?* Yes. 

21. Will the apostles in heaven enjoy a greater 
degree of glory than common Chiistians, who are 
not apostles? No. 

22. In punishing sinners for their personal good, 
does God deal kindly with them? Yes. 

23. Is it a blessing to have God deal kindly with 
us? Yes. 

24. When it is said, that God is not willing any 
should perish, does it mean endless misery ? No. 

25. Where it is said that God 1s not willing any 
should perish, does it mean that they should not 
suffer for ages of ages? Yes. 

26. Will any man suffer for ages of ages? Yes.* 

27. Is God’s will always done? No. 

28. Did God, before he created the world, design 
that some of mankind should suffer in hell for ages 
of ages? No. 

29. Did God design that any of mankind shoutd 
reject the Gospel? No. 

Note. The parties obligating themselves to an- 
swer yes or no, made a subsequent explanation 
necessary, to be properly understood. 

nai 
A PAGAN DOCTRINE EXPLODED. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—As you deny the existence of future pun- 
ishment, you will be so kind as to answer the fol- 
lowing question—Two neighbours living together, 
A. and B. A. says to B. Will you take a walk with 
me ? B. consents, they walk some distanee togeth- 
er; A. then draws a pistol and shoots B. dead on 
the spot ; he then draws another and: immediately 
shoots himself. How does A. receive his punish- 
ment in this present world, for the murder and 
suicide ? Yours, B. F. 

Newburgh, Nov. 23, 1823. 

ANSWER. 

Our correspondent B. F. is not alone in his mu- 
sing on future punishment. Punishment is all the 
cry. Now the Book says, “ Above all things have 
fervent charity [love] among yourselves; for chari- 
ty will cover the multitude of sins.” (1 Peter iv. 8.) 
Alas! for B. F., he has not charity enough to cover 
two sins! ‘The Book says, “ CHARITY NEVER 
FAILETH.” (1 Cor. xiii. 8.) Alas! for B. F., 
what is that which he possesses, which fails him 
altogether ? Sir, we are commanded to love even 
our enemies, and do them good, &c. A. hates B. 
and kills him; thinking to do him the greatest 
harm. Does he injure B.? We read, “ Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed.” (Gen. ix. 6.) Is not this a punishment? 
Surely, you punish A. by the infliction of the whole 
penalty, besides degrading him to become his own 
executioner! Do you ask, “How does A. receive 
his punishment in the present world ?” We answer— 
His blood is shed by man. Sir, you have “ eye for 





* “ Now is the judgment of this world.” 
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eye, and tooth for tooth!” The common opinion on 
this subject, would make it murder altogether. A., 
full of malice, kills B. The Deity, full of malice, 
kills A. Sir, “ Our God is the God of salvation.” 
Our “Gop ts rove.” His “charity,” or love, 
“ never faileth.” 
Now, Sir, having replied to you, will you answer 
us a few questions? We read, “ God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them.” (2 Cor. v.19.) The 
trespasses of A. are murder and suicide. If God 
does not impute the murder and suicide to A., why 
should you ? If God takes this method to reconcile 
A. unto him, why should you find fault? If God 
does not reckon (impute) A. to be guilty, in another 
world, of the trespasses of murder and suicide, com- 
mitted in this, what cause can be assigned for pun- 
ishing A.? Sir, be consistent. Remember, the 
Book says, “In whom we have redemption, through 
bis blood, the forgiveness of sins.” Again. “ All 
"have sinned, and come short of the glory of God ; 
being justified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Jesus Christ.” (Ephes. i. 7. 
Rom. iii. 23, 24.) Now, Sir, if redemption is for- 
giveness of sins, and all ave redeemed, and justi- 
fied freely by God's grace, by what authority do you 
denounce punishment in a future world, for sins 
committed in this? Sir, we stand firm in our princi- 
ples. The arrow that pierces us, must first rend, to 
severing, the promises of JEHOVAH! 
Our correspondent B. F. is entitled to our thanks 
for his candour. We have endeavoured to be as 
candid ourselves. Our principles and their foun- 
dation, are now before the world. Let him, and 
him only, who dares contradict the Divine Testi- 
mony, assail them. 
Note—We read, “ No man ever yet hated his own 
flesh ; but nourisheth and cherisheth it,” &c. (Ephes. 
v. 29.) Again: “ He that hateth his brother is in 
darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blind- 
ed his eyes.” (1 John ii. 11.) The man is lost. A 
poor blind prisoner alone remains, deserving our 
pity; for “charity never faileth.” His eyes shall 
be opened. He shall come forth from his prison ; 
from darkness and death, to the light of the glorious 
gospel of Jesus Christ. He will no longer hate but 
love. We envy not the man, who can brood with 
satisfaction and complacency, over anticipated 
wretchedness. For us, we desire, (and nothing less 
can satisfy us) salvation for ALL, enemies as well as 
friends. God be praised—He is “ able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we can ask or think.” 

ye think that all will be saved; and ask, in faith, 
nothing doubting, that salvation and a glorious tri- 
umph over sin, shall greet all our brethren, the mo- 
ment they leave this tabernacle of clay. We say, 
joyfully, Father, in Heaven, Thy will be done ; for 
Thy charity never faileth !!! 

—<>——_ 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

“VINDICATION OF MRS. JUDSON.” 

The readers of the Magazine doubtless remember, 
‘hat, some weeks ago, we republished a “ Vindica- 





tion of Mrs. Judson,” or a Statement, made by a 
Committee of the Boston Baptist Association, con. 
cerning that lady’s dress. Our motive in repub. 
lishing that Vindication, or Statement, was to do 
justice to Mrs. Judson, and to all others whose con. 
cerns were affected by the account, which we had 
before republished, of her enormous extravagance. 
Such was our view of the characters and Standing 
of some of the gentlemen who belonged to the 
Committee, that we did not so much as deliberate 
whether their statement was an honest one: we 
received it as such, with the utmost confidence - 
and accordingly believed that the account of Mrs. 
Judson’s extravagance was erroneous, and that she 
“was in fact distinguished for the plainness and 
cheapness of her dress.” 

We now think it our duty to present our readers, 
with certain statements subsequently made, which, 
we think, cast rather a suspicious appearance on the 
“ Vindication” published by the committee. 

Mr. Buckingham, Editor of the New-England 
Galaxy, has publicly stated the following : 

“ A member of the Committee told me, during the 
first conversation I had on the subject, that he knew, 
or understood, that she (Mrs. J.] had an ¢legant 
and expensive one [Leghorn Flat] which she 
brought from New-York, and which her friends 
thought it inexpedient for her to wear in Boston; 
and that a certain lady in Salem, whose name he 
mentioned, bought a cheaper one for her present 
use.” Such is Mr. Buckingham’s statement. It 
has lain before the public some time, and the mem- 
ber of the Committee alluded to, has not, so far as 
we know, denied having said what it alleges, What 
shall we think of this ? Is it the case that while Mrs. 
Judson had one dress “ distinguished for plainness 
and cheapness,” she had another so elegant and ex- 
pensive, that her prudent friends would not have it 
exhibited among us? And did the Committee in 
their “ Vindication,” give an account only of that 
cheaper dress, while at least one of them was 
aware that she had a much more expensive one, of 
which they said nothing ? 

Again, Mr. Buckingham states that “ A clergy- 
man in Essex County, who may be supposed to 
know something of these matters, lately remarked 
in a company where Mrs. Judson’s wardrobe was 
the topic of conversation, that for some time previ- 
ous to her leaving the country, she had laid aside 
her expensive dress.” If it is a fact that this lady 
had an expensive dress, which she did thus lay aside, 
it seems impossible, all circumstances considered, 
that the Committee should be ignorant of it. 

Mr. Buckingham also states, that “ A gentleman 
who saw her on board the ship in which she was go- 
ing to India, declares that she then had on a shawl, 
which, in his opinion, could not have cost less than 
150 dollars.” 

The names of all the persons alluded to in the 
above, are promised to any gentleman who may fee! 
interested enough to inquire for them. 

If the committee, or any individual, will give us an 
explanation of the above mentioned circumstances, 
we shall be happy to publish it.—Editors. 
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—THE “MOTHER OF HARLOTS!” 

« [t is stated in the ‘ Annual Report of the Boston 
Female Society for Missionary purposes,’ that the 
number of ABANDONED FEMALES in this city 
‘Boston] is supposed to be fairly estimated at no 
leat than 2000 !! [ Chris. Reg. 

My countrymen! what think ye of the physical 
and moral impurity of the proud capital of Massa- 
chusetts? This is the place that calls herself the 
queen of cities, that has presumptuously and audaci- 
ously appropiated “ Missionary Rooms,” and a loan 
sfice, for the pretended conversion of the world! 
This is the Babylon, or rather the Protestant Rome, 
which collects immense sums of money from every 
part of the deluded country. I wish no answer, I 
expect none fiom the miserable spectacled wretch, 
who conducts the Boston Recorder. But the offi- 
cers of this female society would do well to look 
avout them, and for the honour of their own sez, 
«tempt a reformation in their own town. Boston 
contains about 44,000 people, one half of whom are 
females. Of 22,000 females, those between the 
ages of 14 and 40, cannot amount to more than 
10,000, and it is between the ages of 14 and 40, 
that the “abandoned females” are to be classed. 
Thus 2000 out of 10,000 are prostitutes, in this reli- 
cious city! Can Calcutta, Serampore, or Ragoon 
boast of an equal number? The year 1823 is pro- 
duetive of stupendous events: It exhibits a town 
whose orthodox young men are attempting to con- 
vert the whole world, when, at the same time, 
EVERY FIFTH female, of a proper age, is a prosti- 
tute. **** Let these fair authors of the “ Annual 
Report” speak for themselves : 

“We could cover our faces with sack-cloth while 
we are unable to contradict this humiliating asser- 
tion.” [Concerning the two thousand abandoned 
females.) “*** Should a just calculation be made, 
‘ofthe number of abandoned men in Boston,) we 
fear a catalogue would appear onthe page of tn- 
famy, which would Equat, if not exceed, that of 
our own sex.” And the Editor of the Register says 
boldly—“ Who doubts that the number of profligate 
men is, at least, two to one for every profligate 
female!” [4000 profligate men, of course.] Now 
let us “look on this picture, and on this.” The Rev. 
Mr. Edwards, in his sermon to the young men of 
Boston, says—“ Are you not then doing a great 
work? You are assisting in furnishing 7,000,000 of 
yourown countrymen, and 400,000,000 of heathen 
with the grand means of salvation. And assisting 
too, in a way, which, if only followed by all the 
young men of our country, would accomplish the 
object [convert the whole world] in 20 years.” The 
number of males between 14 and 40, in Boston, 
does not exceed that of females, [10,000] and, if 
the Register statement be correct, 4000 of them are 
shameless debauchees! A plain, common sense 
man will say, that the conduct of the orthodox in 
Boston, is inconsistent and absurd, and address them 
in Scripture language—* Physician, heal thyself.” 
But he who has taken a closer view of poor human 
nature, well knows that the most daring debauchery 


the same person. The Missionary Society in Bos- 
ton, draw a rich revenue from the pockets of profli- 
gate young men. Plain Truth. 
-—<—S--— 

From the Christian Repository. 

MATT. XXvViII. 19. 
“Go ye therefore aud teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost.” 
The word name, by a Hebrew idiom, is often re- 
dundant. The phrases, name of God, name of the 
Lord, expresses no more than God and Lord. “I 
will praise the name of God with a song,” i. e. “I 
will praise God with a song,” Ps. Ixxix. 30. “The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower,” Prov. xviii. 10. 
“ Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever.” 
Dan. ii. 10. “TI will cut off the name of the Che- 
marims,” Zeph.i.4. In all these examples, the 
word name, is redundant, and might be omitted 
without affecting the sense. 
In other cases, the name of any person signifies 
the authority or doctrine of that person. “I am 
come in my Father’s name,” John v. 43 ; that is, 
by the authority of my Father. “ Ia the name of 
Jesus rise up and walk,” Acts iii. 6; that is, by the 
authority of Jesus Christ. “By what power or 
name have ye done this ?” iv. 7, or, “ by what pow- 
er or authority have ye done this 7” St. Paul says, “1 
verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth,” 
xxvi. 7; that is, contrary to the authority or doc- 
trine of Jesus of Nazareth. “ In his name (authori- 
ty or doctrine) shall the Gentiles trust.” Matt. 
xii. 21. 

It hence follows, that being “ baptized into the 
name of any person, is the same as being baptized 
into the doctrine of that person ; or into the person 
himself. This is consistent with what is stated in 
other places. “ For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ, have put on Christ,” Gal. iii. 
27. “Know ye not that so many of us as were 
baptized into Christ, were baptized into his death ?” 
Rom. vi. 3. “They were all baptized unto (into) 
Moses in the cloud,” 1 Cor. x. 2. 

To be baptized into the name of the Holy Spirit, 
does not imply that this spirit is in any person, any 
more than that death is a person for the same rea- 
son. And if he be baptized into Christ, be a proof, 
that he is equal with God, you may infer the same 
of Moses. 

In the words immediately preceding the 19th 
verse, Jesus said, “ All power is given tome.” On 
the ground of this derived power, he sent the apos- 
tles to teach and baptize. Was it possible for them 
to think that he, who plainly declared he received 
all his power from God, could himself be God, could 
himself be perfectly equal with the Great Being 
who gave him all the power he possessed, yea, that 
he was that Being ? 

Baptizing in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, simply means, initiating the 
disciples by that rite, into the Christian religion, 2s 
originating with the Father, made known by the Son, 
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“" we 
















































240 


GOSPEL HERALD. 








It does not appear that the apostles understood 
the words in the communion as a form to be used in 
the administration of baptism ; for there is no proof 
that they ever so used them; on the contrary, we 
are informed, that they baptized in the name of 
Christ, or in the name of the Lord Jesus, (See Acts 
ii. 38; and viii. 16, and x. 48, and xix. 5.) They 
must have understood this to amount to the same 
thing as baptizing in the name of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. That it was bap- 
tizing them into the Christian religion. ‘Those who 
were baptized, were said to put on Christ; they 
took upon them his name, the profession of his 
gospel. 

—>— 
SYNOD OF ALEZ. 

For the sake of presenting to our readers a speci- 
men of the tyrannical and unholy means used, at 
the era of the Reformation, for establishing the Cal- 
vinistic religion, we insert the following, 

From Mercier’s Church History of Geneva. 

In the same Synod, [that of the Reformed 
Churches of France, held in the city of Alez, about 
the year 1620,] it was decreed that the following 
oath should be administered to all the members of 
Provincial Synods. 

The Form of the Oath.—I, N. N. do swear and 
protest before God and his holy assembly, that I do 
receive, approve, and embrace, all the doctrines 
taught and decided in the Council of Dort (or Dor- 
dreck) as perfectly agreeing with the word of God, 
and the confession of the churches. J swear and 
promise to persevere in profession of this doctrine 
during my whole life, and to defend it with the ut- 
most of my power, and that I will never, neither by 
preaching, nor teaching in the schools, nor by wri- 
ting, depart from it. I declare also and protest, that 
I condemn the doctrine of the Arminians, because 
it makes God’s Decrees of Election to depend on 
the mutable will of man, and that it doth extenuate 
and make null and void the Grace of God. It ex- 
alteth man and the power of his free will to his de- 
struction. It reduceth, into the church of God, old 
ejected Pelagianism, and is a mask and vizzard 
for Popery to creep in among us under that dis- 
guise, and subverteth all assurance of everlasting 
life and happiness. And so may God help me, and 
be propitious unto me, as I swear all this without 
any ambiguity, equivacation, or mental reserva- 
tion. 

Bost. Unie. Mag. 
—~>-— 


PURITAN SIMPLICITY. 

A Rhode-Island paper states that professor Stu- 
art, of Andover (Ms.) has declined accepting the de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity, conferred on him by 
Harvard University. The same degree was con- 
ferred on him several years since, by Brown Uni- 
versity, but he politely declined it, alleging, among 
other reasons, that in his view such academic dis- 
tiuctions were not befitting the simplicity, which it 
becomes a Mimister of the Gospel to preserve. 

Statesman. 





COURT OF FASHION. 

I have often thought, should one of the “ heath- 
en” who knows nothing of our language, ente: a 
place of worship among the fashionable religionists 
of the present day, without understanding the pur- 
pose for which they were assembled, his first jm. 
pression would be—* This is the court of fashion— 
the speaker appears to be exerting all the powers of 
his eloquence to excite the admiration of his audi- 
tors, while they seem to be vieing with each other 
for the most splendid appearance.” It must be re- 
volting to the true Christian, who possesses the meek 
and lowly spirit of his Master—to view the show 
and parade manifested in the external appearance of 
professors, while they attempt to worship Him who 
dwells with the “ humble and contrite spirit.” Hear- 
ing an orthodox clergyman say in his prayer:— 
“When we come hither to humble ourselves before 
thee,” I was struck with astonishment on looking 
around me—What is here which manifests that we 
have come hither to humble ourselves before God ? 
Here isa professor* in high standing—see the ruffle 
dangling in his bosom; here is another*—look at 
her head dress—surely, one would think, “ riches 
take to themselves wings ;”’ see likewise the trinkets 
and ornaments that adorn her gay apparel, and she 
may well be referred to the passages of scripture 
contained in Ist Pet. iii. $, 4, 1st Tim. ii. 9. 10, and 
Isaiah iii. 16, 26. Plain Truth. 


* These allusions are not personal. 
—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
“Tam the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live ; and whoso- 


ever liveth, and believeth in me, shall never die.” 
John ix. 25. 


Shall Satan's kingdom stand, 

Since Christ hath sav’d the whole ? 
Shall human edicts go to damn 

One precious blood-bought soul ? 


St. Paul says—Christ hath died, 
Yea, and hath ris’p again, 

That those who in his power confide 
May with him ever reign. 


The keys of death and hell 
Are in that Sov'reign’s hand, 
Who ever doeth all things well— 
By whom all creatures stand. 


Then sinners catch the strain 
That seraph's chant above, 

And, lowly, bow at Jesus’ name, 
Which ever will be LOVE. 


—— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject— Gen. iii. 22-24. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even- 
ing next, at half-past 6 o’clock. 
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